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Editor: Sue Morphis
October, 2011
A Word from the Rector
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Dear Parish Family,
The question is asked so many times, in so many different ways, but simply put: “Why go to church?” One member of the congregation shared his answer to that question to a fellow member, who complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. “I’ve gone for 30 some odd years now,” he said, “and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But, for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them. So I think I’m wasting my time and the rectors wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”
In the midst of the lively debate the clincher finally came: “You know,” his fellow parishioner responded, “I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time, my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But for the life of me, I cannot recall what the menu was for a single one of those meals. But I do know this: they all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me those meals, I would be dead today.” With that thought, the debate ended.

When you are DOWN to nothing….

God is UP to something!

Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and receives the impossible. Please join your fellow church family members this Sunday as we praise Our God and Father together with the Lord Jesus Christ.  
w/ love,   
Fr. Peter

It’s that time……

Well it is that time of year for us Episcopalians to experience “The October twitch”, “the November confusion”, “the December squeeze”.

It is Stewardship time. Stewardship is a way of grateful living. It is a great story. It is our story. Each year you have given more than was pledged. We seem somehow to go over the 100% mark. For that and so much more that you do, I am very thankful. I hope we know that stewardship is NOT a code for “money”. It is so much more comprehensive. Stewardship is – what we do, with all that we are, and all that we have, all of the time –deeply grateful for all we’ve been given by God. 

Our stewardship awareness begins Sunday, Oct. 9 and concludes on Sunday, Nov. 20, the Feast of Christ the King. On that Sunday we will bless and dedicate to Jesus Christ Our King all of our pledge offerings for the coming year 2012. We are asked to reflect on our blessings and make a commitment through our pledge for the coming year. 

Let me remind you of what a pledge is and is not:

A pledge is not…..

· A contract in stone. If one’s financial situation changes during the year (up or down) the pledge can be adjusted accordingly

· Ignored – your pledge, along with the pledges of all fellow members, will determine the budget of 2012. 

· Meant to create guilt –your pledge whatever its size, is gratefully received by the church and honored by God

A pledge is…..

· A way to invest in an important and significant venture. – the work of God done through the Redeemer

· A recognition that giving is an important part of our spiritual development –that where our treasure is, there will our heart be also

· A tangible way of expressing our love and commitment to Christ

You making a pledge matters – it matters to the church and it’s work, and it matters to you, that you might “seek first the Kingdom of God, that all the rest might be yours as well”  Matt. 6:33

Annual luncheon and food fair

It is time to start thinking and planning our fall luncheon and food fair.     The projected date if we keep to tradition would be Friday, Dec. 02.  We will be meeting after worship service on Sunday, Oct. 9 to discuss plans.   Start baking and planning what to make for the food fair.   Also, for those who work and could plan a day off, mark your calendar.   This is a fun, worthwhile venture where we all work together. Any comments or questions can be directed to Sue Morphis or Rene Francis.

New Officers

Sept. 18th The Daughters of the King installed new officers as well as welcomed Teri Smith into the organization.  The new officers are:  Barbara Whalen-president, Susie Henderson-vice-president, Mary Darwin-treasurer and Sue Morphis-secretary.   

In Memoriam

After a battle with cancer Marion Calley passed away on Sept. 21st.  We had a beautiful service at the Redeemer.  “Marion’s family wishes to thank Father Peter and all of the congregation at the Church of the Redeemer for all the kindness you showed to our family especially to our mother and brother Peter!”   

How is Candice doing?
Our seminarian in training, Candice, has been involved in many ways. She has visited the sick and shut-ins with Communion, preached, assisted with adult Sunday school, conducted the Pet Blessing, and assisted with the Sunday Holy Eucharist. She will continue in these areas, assist with the midweek Holy Eucharist and reflect on parish administration, keeping records and filling out reports. 

Candice has a Committee of three for feedback and support:  Tamra Smith, Lee Russell and Cheryl Richardson. You may share your view about Candice with them and they will relate those ideas to her or you can do that yourself. 

Remember, as a parish, this is our ministry to assist in the development and formation of a future priest of the Church. What a great privilege!

Vestry Notes

Treasurer reported that most pledges are on track. The Junior Warden will get estimates to repair the front railing. Candice and Fr. Peter attended a small church conference led by the Diocese on Sept. 24th. Tamra Smith will lead the next SS class beginning November 27th - Experiencing Advent and Christmas with the idea of thrill and hope.
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Music:

    Over the summer we have sung “favorite hymns” from your perspective. Every rector, choirmaster and organist has heard frequently from parishioners something like, “I wish you would sing hymns I know.” The dilemma, of course, is that parishioners come from so many diverse traditions. To a pre-Vatican II Roman Catholic now in the parish, “Hail, Holy Queen” would be very well known, but utterly incomprehensible to someone from the Southern Baptist Church to whom “When the roll is called up yonder” might well be his or her favorite. To cradle born Episcopalians perhaps they grew up singing “Ye watchers and ye holy ones”. So you see it is not always an easy matter to find commonality among such diversity. Perhaps the best we can do is try to keep open and to learn from others. During the year I hope we can find new hymns that speak to some parts of us that need their particular message. 

Christ Celebration

Coming up in 3 weeks—October 21, 22, 23 there will be a Community wide Celebration of Christ as our Savior, Lord, Redeemer. It is a community wide, all Christian denominations coming together to Celebrate Christ in our lives—an expression of who holds us altogether. Dennis Swanberg, “America’s minister of encouragement” and a religious comedian will lead the Celebration. You will be hearing more about this as time goes on and pray for its success. Please be open to this and participate as your faith expression.

Tongue in Cheek

ANY GOOD EXCUSE

(Or ten reasons why I don’t bathe)
1) I was made to wash as a child

2) People who bathe are hypocrites; they think they are cleaner than others

3) There are so many kinds of soap – I could never decide which one was right

4) I used to bathe, but it got so boring – so I stopped.

5) I still bathe on Christmas and Easter

6) None of my friends bathe

7) I’m still young. When I’m older and a bit dirtier I might start bathing

8) I really don’t have time

9) The bathroom is never warm enough (or always too hot)

10) People who make soap are only after your money

October Events
Oct. 2-- Sunday School 8:45am, Holy Eucharist 10am, Fr. Bob Abstein officiating.

4pm  Blessing of the Pets/Candice Frazer

Oct. 5, Wednesday--12:12pm midweek Holy Eucharist and healing service with a light lunch 

Oct. 9, Sunday-- Sunday School 8:45am, Holy Eucharist 10am. Parish Stewardship Awareness begins

Oct. 10, Monday—Vestry Meeting  5:30pm 

Oct. 12, Wednesday--12:12pm midweek Holy Eucharist and healing service with a light lunch 

Oct. 16, Sunday-- Sunday School 8:45am last class, Holy Eucharist 10am, Candice preaches

Oct. 19, Wednesday--12:12pm midweek Holy Eucharist and healing service with a light lunch 

Oct. 21, Friday—CHRIST CELEBRATION 7pm, Calsonic Arena

Oct. 22, Saturday—CHRIST CELEBRATION 7pm, Calsonic Arena

Oct. 23, Sunday—Holy Eucharist 10am, CHRIST CELEBRATION 7PM, Calsonic Arena

Oct. 26, , Wednesday--12:12pm midweek Holy Eucharist and healing service with a light lunch 

Oct. 30, Sunday—ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, Holy Eucharist 10am 

Oct. 31, Monday—All Hallows Eve
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The Redeemer community exists to share the power of the Lord Jesus Christ through worship in the Anglican Tradition and through the demonstration of His love in our daily lives.

Church Office Hours

Monday-Wednesday: 8am-2pm

Church: 
684-5506

Rectory: 
685-4544

Cell phone: 931-735-0306
E-mail: 
pjwhalen@charter.net

The Church Office is located in the parish hall, next to the patio doors. Look for a light on and a car in the parking lot.

Rector: Rev. Peter J. Whalen

VESTRY MEMBERS

Senior Warden: Rick Francis

Junior Warden: Joe Hardison

Clerk: Marsha Sharp
Treasurer: Garrett Gordon Outreach: Pam Galbreth
Education: Connie Boutwell

Asst Treasurer: Jamie Williams

www.churchofredeemer.org

Sextons: David & Michelle Daley

The Vestry meets at 5:30pm  2nd Mon. in the parish hall.  All members are welcome

Server Schedules
Chalice Bearers    

Oct. 02—Claudia Smith

Oct. 09—Cheryl Richardson

Oct. 16—Barbara Whalen

Oct. 23.—Rick Francis

Oct. 30—Garrett Gordon

Nov. 06—Claudia Smith

Acolytes
Oct. 02—Walker Gordon

Oct. 09—Isaac Williams

Oct. 16—Larry Morphis

Oct. 23—Gary Smith

Oct. 30—Walker Gordon

Nov. 06—Isaac Williams

Ushers

Oct. 02—Patty King

Oct. 09—David Daley

Oct. 16—Renee Gordon

Oct. 23—Jamie Williams

Oct. 30—Tamra Smith

Nov. 06—Patty King

Lay Readers

Oct. 02—Jackie Chapman & 


Jamie Williams

Oct. 09—Sue Morphis & 


Gary Smith

Oct. 16—Laura Williams & 


Tamra Smith

Oct. 23—Cheryl Richardson & 

Jackie Chapman

Oct. 30—Lee Russell & 


Sue Morphis

Nov. 06—Jamie Williams & 


Laura Williams

Prayer List
Phil Phillips – Member of the Congregation

Gene Strobel – Member of the Congregation

Patty King and Family – Members of the Congregation

Eileen Palmer – Member of the Congregation

Hortense Cooper – Member of the Congregation

William Daley – David’s father

Judi Hansek – Friend of Marsha Sharp

Mary Carol Palmer – Member of the Congregation

Ginger Grantham – Relative of Marsha Sharp

Judi – Friend of Rene’ Francis

Laura Williams – Member of the Congregation

Todd Anderson – Friend

Jessi – Rick and Rene’s niece

Ryan Jones – Friend of Cheryl and Casey

Linda Lindsay – Friend of Cheryl and Margie

Beverly and Buddy Hayes – Relatives of Billie Crowell

Mary and Keith Miller – Friends of Marion Calley

Debbie Marbry – Friend of Rene’ Francis

Jim Schmand - Friend of Larry and Sue

Vicki Rivait - Friend of Larry and Sue's

Peter Delaney – Marion’s son

Evylin Lowe –Connie Boutwell’s Aunt

Helen Hice – Friend of Rick and Rene’Francis

Robert Rayne- Katherine Strobel’s nephew

Phyllis Hobbs– Billie Crowell’s sister

Kathie Cox – Billie Crowell’s daughter

Karene Fraley Wayne – Friend of Gary Ashley

Virginia Reece – Friend of Gary Ashley

Betty Rhodes – Friend of a Friend

Barbara Smith – Friend of a Friend

Scott McNeer – Friend of Joe Galbreth

Sandy Sides – Sue’s brother

The Baker Family – Members of the Congregation

Garry Wagner – Teri Smith’s brother

Ellen Treadway – Friend of Redeemer

Nations – Son of Karen Phillips

Participants in the AA Groups that meet here at the Redeemer

Katharine Jefferts Schori – Presiding Bishop

John C. Bauerschmidt – Bishop of Tennessee

Bertram N. Herlong – Retired Bishop of Tennessee

Father Kieran – Former Priest of Redeemer

Church of Redeemer

P.O. Box 276

Shelbyville TN  37162

